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Junior Charter: 

A Summary for the Junior Organiser
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The Charter for Junior Golf (2000) was composed by a working group which included representatives from the GUI, ILGU and PGA Irish Region. The guide includes a summary on the situation of junior golf in Ireland at that time, while also putting forward recommendations for clubs on how to establish, run and maintain junior sections in order to increase participating numbers and enhance the skill development of junior golfers. 

Junior Membership in Irish golf clubs has increased from 16,494 in 1987 to 31,795 in 2000 and 37,000 in 2007.  In order to manage these increasing numbers, the role of the junior organiser requires a dedicated commitment throughout the entire year and should not be diluted to the notion of organising a few competitions for juniors during the summer months. 
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The junior organiser should be included on the club council in order to:

· Give juniors a representative
· Facilitate contact with the officers, council and secretary/manager

· Enable junior restrictions and privileges to be aired, discussed, reviewed and properly documented
· Enable junior events to be integrated with the club’s other fixtures
The role of the junior organiser includes the following:
· Represent the juniors on the club council

· Availability to talk with junior members on their rights and interests
· Annual nomination of a boy/girl Junior Captain
· Appointment of adult captains to junior club teams
· Formation and chairing of a junior committee which may include:

· The club professional

· The junior captain

· One adult-playing member of the club

· One parent, whether club member or not

· Three junior members

· Enlist the help of fellow club members in promoting junior golf
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The junior golf committee shall be responsible for:
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Discipline of junior members

· Preparing an ‘Introductory Guide for the New Junior Member’ for juniors and their parents
· Organising junior club competitions

· Attaining maximum use of the facilities for juniors 

· Educating the junior members in etiquette and the basic rules of golf
· Arranging coaching sessions for junior members

· Approving appropriate junior dress codes
· Seeking funding for various junior projects
· Keeping a junior section notice board in an agreed, prominent place


The new junior entrant should be given a copy of:

· Rules and etiquette of golf

· Club junior rules and restrictions

· Junior handicapping rules

· Junior fixture list and coaching details
· Name and telephone number of the junior organiser


Membership Fees:

· Where possible, joining fees for junior membership should be eliminated
· Clubs should consider a provisional membership scheme for juniors at a nominal fee

· Junior membership should be reviewed each year

· Clubs should have regard for those in full-time education or serving apprenticeships

Age of Entry for Junior Members:

· The most suitable age for new entrants would appear to be 10. Perhaps younger children could enter under provisional membership.


Parents’ Role:

· Parents should assist in:
· Attending coaching sessions

· The running of junior competitions

· Providing supervision

· Providing transport

· Parents should also:

· Show appreciation for the efforts and work of all those involved in the promotion of junior golf

· Encourage junior to participate, not force them

· Never ridicule or remonstrate with juniors for making mistakes
· Remember that juniors learn by example – applaud good shots by all
· Respect and accept official decisions and teach juniors to do likewise

Clubs should seek to play their full part in society and be as inclusive as possible in helping youngsters/pupils with special needs to reach their full potential.

www.JUNIORGOLFIRELAND.com 






For more, see the CODE of ETHICS for junior golf in our downloads section
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